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Alexander Zemlianichenko ‘The Associated Press 
President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin wrap up their news conference Monday in Helsinki, Finland. 


Lawmakers condemn remarks 


GOP, Democrats 
voice displeasure 


By Lisa Mascaro 
and Matthew Daly 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — “Bi- 
zarre.” “Shameful.” “Dis- 
graceful.” 

That’s the swift and sweep- 
ing condemnation directed 
at President Donald Trump 
on Monday after he sided 
with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin during an 
appearance in Helsinki — 
and that was just from the 
Republicans. 

Lawmakers in both major 
parties and former intel- 
ligence officials appeared 
shocked, dismayed and un- 
easy with Trump’s sugges- 


tion that he believes Putin’s 
denial of interfering in the 
2016 elections. 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
called it “one of the most 
disgraceful performances 
by an American president in 
memory.” 

Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., 
called it “bizarre.” Sen. 

Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., called it 
“shameful.” And Sen. Lind- 
sey Graham, R-S.C., tweeted 
that it was a “bad day for the 
U.S?” 

“This was a very good day 
for President Putin,” said 
Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
chairman of the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee. He said 
Trump’s refusal to condemn 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election makes the U.S. 
“look like a pushover.” 
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The president must 
appreciate that Russia 
is not our ally. 


U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis. 
House speaker 
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Russias denial 
wins day over 
American intel 


By Jonathan Lemire, Jill Colvin 
and Vladimir Isachenkov 
The Associated Press 


HELSINKI — President 
Donald Trump on Monday 
openly questioned his own 
intelligence agencies’ firm 
finding that Russia meddled 
in the 2016 U.S. election to 
his benefit, seeming to accept 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s insistence that Mos- 
cow’s hands were clean. 

The reaction back home 
was immediate and visceral, 
among fellow Republicans as 
well as usual Trump critics. 

Trump’s meeting with Pu- 
tin in Helsinki was his first 
time sharing the in- 
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MGM: ‘No liability of any kind’ to Oct. 1 victims 


By Rachel Crosby 


Las Vegas Review-Journal 


MGM Resorts Internation- 
al has filed federal lawsuits 
against more than 1,000 Las 
Vegas mass shooting victims 
in an effort to avoid liability. 

The company, which owns 
Mandalay Bay and the Route 
91 Harvest festival venue, 
argues that it cannot be 
held liable for Oct. 1 deaths, 
injuries or other damag- 
es, adding that any claims 
against MGM parties “must 
be dismissed,” according to 
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complaints filed Friday in 
Nevada and California. 

“Plaintiffs have no liability 
of any kind to defendants,’ 
the complaints argue. 

The company cites a 2002 
federal act that extends lia- 
bility protection to any com- 
pany that uses “anti-terror- 
ism” technology or services 
that can “help prevent and 
respond to mass violence.” 
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In this case, the company 
argues, the security vendor 
MGM hired for Route 91, 
Contemporary Services 
Corp., was protected from 
liability because its services 
had been certified by the 
Department of Homeland 
Security for “protecting 
against and responding to 
acts of mass injury and de- 
struction.” 

The lawsuits argue that 
this protection also extends 
to MGM, since MGM hired 
the security company. 

They do not seek money 
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from the victims but do ask 
that a judge decide if the 
2002 act is applicable, and 
if so, determine that future 
civil lawsuits against the 
company are not viable. 
Debra DeShong, a spokes- 
woman for MGM Resorts, 
released a statement about 
the litigation Monday. 
According to the state- 
ment, “The Federal Court 
is an appropriate venue for 
these cases and provides 
those affected with the 
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